
Override Procedure  
Sometimes parents/guardians/students choose to reject placement 
recommendations and request placement in a more demanding level. There are 
risks in doing so. Specifically:   
 
A student who does poorly in a more advanced class weakens his/her record. 
Sometimes, difficulties in one course generate difficulties in others as well.   
 
To keep up with the class, the students may require more individual help than the 
teacher can reasonably be expected to provide. The demands of an advanced 
curriculum do not allow teachers to accommodate to the pace of a student who is 
misplaced. The teacher cannot provide individual tutoring.  
 
We cannot assume that a student who has difficulty in one level class will be able to 
move back to a lower level. Classes are tightly scheduled and it may not be possible 
to find a place in mid-semester. The student must then either drop the course or 
remain in the requested section despite diminished performance.   
 
When a transfer is possible, it may be necessary to reschedule other classes to 
accommodate the shift. This general disruption can cause problems in other courses 
where the student may have made a good adjustment.   
 
In any event, we will do all that we can reasonably do as educators to assure that 
your son/daughter succeeds.  
  
Override Eligibility   
Only students who have earned a C+ in honors courses or B+ in college preparatory 
courses in the outset of the course selection process are eligible for the placement 
appeals process. Recommended students whose performance dips below the 
criteria threshold could risk being moved to the wait-list for the desired course.  
 
Students who meet the override eligibility criteria, but do not meet the academic 
prerequisite(s), to enter an Honors or A.P. course may initiate an appeals process. 
The process is as follows:  
 
1. The student must submit a one-page statement in support of entering the desired 
course and supporting evidence (i.e., writing samples, tests and quizzes, plans for 
additional support, etc.).  Appeals must be received by the subject department head 
no later than May 5. 
 
2. An appeal meeting involving the student and his or her parents/guardians, the 
teacher, the department head, and the guidance counselor will be scheduled before 
May 26 to discuss the request. A decision will be rendered at that time.  
 
3. If agreement is still not reached between the requesting student and the 
department, the original teacher recommendation stands. The student will be 



placed on a waitlist for the Honors or A.P. course in question, with priority given to 
students who have met the prerequisite conditions at the end of the year.  
 
4. At this point also, the parent signs a statement acknowledging the 
recommendations of the professional staff, and indicating that if the student enrolls 
in a course for which s/he is not recommended and fails to maintain a B- average or 
better at the end of the semester, the student would be moved to the more 
appropriate level. If not practical to reschedule a student at that time, the student 
will remain in the course in question but with the clear understanding that the 
student will not be allowed to enroll in an honors level (or A.P.) course in that 
discipline in the ensuing year.  
 
For incoming 9th graders, all override meetings will take place at the middle school 
level.  
 
All Appeals meetings must take place no later than May 26. 


